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Vision of Long's Chapel United Methodist Church 

“Therefore, go and be my witnesses in Jerusalem and all Judea, in Samaria  
and even to the ends of the earth.” (Acts 1.8) 

Long's Chapel is living this command of Jesus, and it is the basis for our vision: 

• We gather together as a congregation for the purpose of "reaching people for becoming fully 
devoted followers of Jesus Christ."  

• We reach people through commitment to being a life transforming fellowship where God's grace 
brings unbelievers to faith, grows believers into servants, and deploys servants who 
transform the world.  

• Attitudes we continually exercise within all our ministries are reflected in the following phrases and 
word-pictures:   

o Long's Chapel is a place of Grace -- a place where each person is accepted and valued in a 
loving atmosphere wherever they are in life's journey. 

o Long's Chapel is a Safe Harbor -- a place where people can seek shelter from the storm, a 
place where brokenness is mended. 

o Long's Chapel is a Greenhouse -- a place of spiritual growth and nurturing relationships. 

o Long's Chapel is a place of Service -- a place of outward focus, missions, and witnessing as 
opposed to an inward "serve us" focus. 

o Long's Chapel is a place of Celebration -- a place where people can experience God through 
innovative, joyful, and passionate worship. 

We summarize the above with our vision expression: 

"LOVE 1.8" 

 

 

March, 2011 Vision Attainment Status Report 

Challenges that limit the attainment of our vision with excellence include: 

• Overcrowding in worship that hinders our ability to bring unbelievers to faith and grow believers into servants 

• Overcrowding and challenging layouts in our community spaces (the gathering area, access hallways, etc.) 
that deliver a mood of confusion to first-time guests that many do not overcome. 

• Most all facility ministry spaces are presently at maximum capacities, and these limit our growth capability in 
other ministry opportunities. 

• Ongoing mortgage debt is limiting our opportunity to implement the solutions needed to address the above 
hindrances. 

 

 

Actions for addressing these Challenges and for Reaching our Vision  
(Note: many of these should be done within parallel timeframes.) 

As we continue with our powerful on-site ministry activities, in addition we must: 

• Continue outreach to the "ends of the earth" as led by Missions Committee (and others) 

• Quickly pay off our debt; then continue this cash flow stream by beginning to raise funds for future needs 
while continuing our strong missions focus 

• Proceed with plans for a Phase 1 building project (Love 1.8.1) that corrects on-site worship space, campus 
design issues, and community space constrictions. 

• Reach more of the younger adult generation through both new digital communications on site and a new faith 
community off site (Project 2021) 

• Reach an underserved community (Open Door clients) through additional worship capabilities 

• Provide revitalization support to other Methodist congregations (as requested) 

• Become more intergenerational-focused in our ministries on site 


